S4CRED   CHRONOLOGY.                             115

ate!y they are offended," and in " a season of fiery trial, fall

away," or apostatize. Of this description there were many in
the days of CHRIST and Ms Aposlles: Herod, for a time,
" heard the Baptist gladly, and did many things" in obedience
to his sage admonitions, until the question of Herodias and his
concupiscence arose; then he was instantly offended; he im-
prisoned, and at length beheaded that "just and holy man,"
knowing him to be such, Mark vi. 20; and thus the rich ruler,
who came to CHRIST eagerly and respectfully, to learn what
was necessary for Christian perfection^ in addition to keeping
all f/ie commandments from his youth, could not bring himself
to part with his ruling passion9 when he was required to go and
sell all thai lie Jicid^ and give to ike poor, and follow CHRIST
a$ a disciple2 but went away sorrowful, because lie had great
possessions, and could not prevail 011 himself to relinquish them,
and lead a life of poverty and hardship, contempt and persecu-
tion, Matt. xix. 22. Such was a large portion also of the mul-
titude, who at first became CUEIST'S disciples, " for the loaves
and jishes" which they had eaten, and expected more abun-
dantly, but who could not bear the idea of a crucified Saviour,
but seceded, and walked no more with him, John vi. 88. Such
were the fickle multitude, who, in the course of four days, con-
verted their Hosannas to the Son of David! into clamours,
" Crucify Mm! Crucify Mm !n Such was Felix, that cruel,
libidinous, and rapacious Roman governor, who " trembled" at
Pawl's preaching of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to
come, for the time, but put off Ms conversion for a convenient
season, which never arrived, Acts xxiv. 25. And such are those
lukewarm Christians of the present day, who are a ashamed of
CHRIST and his Gospel," and dare not " hold fast the profession
of their faith" amidst the scoffs of infidels, the gainsayings of
heretics, the evil example of degenerate and corrupt Christians,
and the united opposition of a vain selfish world

3. The third are compared to the thorny ground, in which the
seed sown took root in a greater depth of soil, and grew, but was
choaked gradually by the thorns that sprang up more luxuriantly
along with it, so that it bore no fruit. Such are the worldly-
minded, who hear indeed the word, and it sinks deeper into
their hearts than in those of the preceding class, but the cares
of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the pleasures of
life, choke or stifle the word, so that it becometh unfruitful. In
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